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Panel Discussion on ‘Perspective on Plans for Year One of the Program’ 
Panelists: Arlyss Szysky (Stantec), Madhuri Seera (City of Calgary), Brit Samborsky (City of 
Calgary), and Kasun Hewage (UBC) were asked questions by Panel Moderator Chan 
Wirasinghe. 

 
• Arlyss discussed the development of HQP, emphasizing that HQP represent more than 

just one discipline and the importance of breaking out of silos. They should work to 
design more flexible systems to adapt to disruptions of the future. They should have EQ, 
empathy, and be able to communicate with stakeholders to succeed in their projects. 

• Brit discussed effective ways to decarbonize in our current economy. He also discussed 
how we as a City need to have a difficult conversation about what levels of service we 
can accept. He also emphasized that HQP must be able to identify partners’ needs, spot 
problems and identify solutions, and have dual skillsets. It is also important to reorganize 
the IISC themes by adding a major component naming ‘policy’.  

• Madhuri emphasized that HQP should understand how their work impacts the user. She 
emphasized the importance of bridging the gap between university and industry, asked 
that The City be invited to guest lecture in classes. She also discussed partnering with 
The University on the goods movement strategy. She stressed that pilot projects are 
important. She highlighted that we should work with partners in developing the Year One 
plan. 

• Kasun emphasized the importance of pilot projects as well. He recommended that HQP 
understand how to view problems holistically, have cultural intelligence, and learn from 
past lessons. He also advocated for yearly brainstorming and updating sessions with both 
the professional and academic groups. 
 

Comments from the audience were raised: 
How are we directing students to finish the program on time while doing all the extra 
courses? Students will appreciate having a custom made plans for individuals, Mitacs 
workshops/ professional development plans, additional funding from Mitacs and other 
sources and enhanced international collaborations. 
Sign up for an easy communication tool for everyone to comment/review or share their 
views: Slack channel for team messaging? 
 


